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BICYCLES ON TRANSPERTH TRAINS 
Grievance 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Darling Range) [9.37 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 
and concerns the issue of transporting bicycles on the Transperth train system in the metropolitan area.  People 
are currently permitted to take their bicycles on trains only outside of peak-hour periods.  Those peak-hour 
periods are between 7.00 am and 9.00 am, and between 4.30 pm and 6.30 pm.  People are not permitted to take 
bicycles on trains during those periods in the direction of peak-period flow, which is, obviously, towards in the 
city in the morning peak period, and out of the city in the afternoon peak period.  It is understandable why that 
restriction is in place, because obviously the trains are packed with people during those peak periods.  I am not 
suggesting that blanket approval should be given to everyone who wishes to take a bicycle on a train during peak 
periods.  During school holiday periods, for example, I think it is reasonable that children who are going to the 
beach and who want to take their bicycles on a train are allowed to do so only outside peak periods.   

However, a problem does arise for people who need to travel during those periods and take their bicycles with 
them.  A couple of months ago, I was contacted by someone from the Armadale area about his grandson and his 
grandson’s friend, who both live in Seville Grove.  It has taken a while to raise this as a grievance due to the 
break in parliamentary sittings.  The boys told me that they both live more than one kilometre from the nearest 
train station.  One boy has an apprenticeship at Welshpool, about four kilometres from the nearest train station.  
The other boy, at that time at least, was hoping to get an apprenticeship at Bassendean, about two kilometres 
from the nearest train station.  Both the boys needed to use their bikes to get to their places of employment and 
training and they needed to travel by train.  The problem does not arise so much in the morning.  They started 
work at 7.00 am; therefore, they were travelling in the morning before the peak period.  However, to get home in 
the afternoon, they needed to travel at the peak period.  I understand that, at least at this stage, one of the boys 
had been fined five times.  That was raised a couple of months ago.  However, I can also speak from personal 
observation.  In February last year when I was at the Cannington railway station during the Victoria Park by-
election, in fact, handing out material to people who were passing through the train station - 

Mr A.D. McRae:  Thanks for your assistance!   

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  That is a fairly puerile comment.  Both major political parties and other parties were involved 
in that by-election.  The Labor Party won it, but that is completely irrelevant to the point of this story.  The point 
of this information is that I was standing at Cannington station and observed two young people being required by 
inspectors to leave the train because they had bicycles with them.  One was a student on his way to school, and 
the other was, I think, on his way to work.  I am not sure whether he was an apprentice.  It was made very clear 
that he needed his bicycle at the other end of his journey to get to work.  

I think this identifies a particular problem for people who have a genuine need to take their bicycles on trains 
during peak periods.  We are living in an era of supposedly encouraging sustainability and particularly 
encouraging people to use public transport.  We are certainly living in an era in which transit-oriented 
developments are being built in the Perth metropolitan area.  I am very supportive of that concept.  If we are 
genuine about encouraging people to use public transport and reducing the use of motor vehicles and so on, we 
need to provide a much better system than exists at the moment for people who genuinely need to take their 
bicycles on trains during peak hours.  Surely a better system can be provided.  

In New South Wales, it is possible to take bicycles on trains during peak periods, although it is necessary to buy 
a child’s ticket for the bicycle as well as a ticket for the individual.  That might be one way around the problem, 
but it does not solve the problem of where to find space to accommodate the bicycles.  Ideally, there should be a 
designated area - perhaps a compartment within carriages, or for each train set - where bicycles can be stored 
during the journey so they do not get in the way of other passengers.  Perhaps hooks could be installed so that 
bicycles can be hung up and thereby take less room, for example.  They are some options.  Whatever the case, 
we need a better system than exists at the moment so that we are genuine in facilitating access by people who 
need bicycles to travel to work or to school in particular.  The present system does very much to discourage that.  
To some extent, the people who need to travel that way are being discriminated against.  

This is obviously not a new issue; it has been around for some time.  Nonetheless, I hope it will be taken 
seriously by the government, and a much more acceptable solution found than the existing situation.  I 
understand that Transperth has since provided one of the boys I referred to earlier with a locker at the 
embarkation station and, at the other end of his journey, another locker as well as a bike.  If that is the policy for 
everyone who needs that sort of arrangement, that will be fine, but it will be a fairly expensive option for 
Transperth.  It is not a particularly desirable long-term outcome.  We need a better solution, and I hope the 
minister can come up with something.  
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MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.44 am]:  I 
acknowledge that this is an issue that has concerned me for quite some time.  I have been trying to find a proper 
compromise because I am not satisfied that we have got this right at this time.  Anyone who looks objectively at 
our record of expenditure on cycling, and the amount of attention we have put into the development of 
cycleways and the development of lockers and facilities at rail stations, will see that we have been very serious 
about integrating cycling into the public transport system, probably more than any previous government.  We 
have even employed an excellent cycling integration officer, who is located at the Public Transport Authority, to 
deliver this work of integration.  Nevertheless, this issue is an ongoing problem.  I do not think, quite frankly, 
that it is such a problem for school children because, almost invariably, there are bus connections from the 
railway stations to the schools.  However, it is undoubtedly an issue, particularly for young people doing 
apprenticeships or working in industrial areas.  

We had to introduce this peak restriction because of the growth in public transport.  Most of our trains are at 
capacity during peak periods.  Notwithstanding that we have introduced many more trains into the system, the 
growth in public transport usage has been such that we have a problem with physically moving enough people.  I 
am sure the member, who is a reasonable man, appreciates that we receive complaints from passengers whose 
clothing becomes soiled from coming into contact with bikes in a very crowded environment.  I have insisted 
that we provide counter-flow opportunities for cyclists.  We have now been doing some very detailed work in 
looking more closely at where any excess capacity might be, even during those peak periods, to allow bikes on 
trains.  We are looking at a change in regulations very soon so that, when there is some excess capacity during 
those peak periods, we will allow bikes on board and that will be timetabled.   

Quite frankly, I believe we need to go a little further than that.  I have indicated to the PTA that, on each line, I 
want at least one or two services during the peaks when bicycles will be permitted.  That will allow people with 
bikes to arrange their schedule so that they can catch those trains.  People who are particularly concerned about 
coming into contact with a bike while on a train may be able to catch another train.  Many more trains are on 
order, which, by the end of 2008, may help us alleviate this capacity problem.  Unfortunately, with the present 
constraints in every aspect of industry in Australia, although we ordered these trains mid-2006, we will not start 
to get them until the end of 2008.  

Mr J.H.D. Day:  Why not incorporate a compartment on those trains in which bikes could be carried?   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  We have looked at that.  It is something we can certainly look at when more trains 
are brought onto the system.  I am saying that perhaps, in the interim, if one or two trains are running on each 
line during peak-hour services that will at least provide some capacity for people to take their bikes onto a train.  
Generally, we will move away from a fixed peak-period system and designate particular trains on which people 
can take their bikes. 

In relation to the young man who had that particular problem - I presume that the member was talking about 
Rikki Stone -  

Mr J.H.D. Day:  I don’t know his name.  It may be.  I know the name of the grandfather, but not the young man. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I am not sure whether it is the same person.  I would be interested to know which 
person the member was talking about, because we have been able to provide a bike for a young disabled boy 
who has been getting on at Kenwick station and getting off at Cannington, which is simply one stop, and who 
needs his bike.  About 500 bikes are abandoned each year on the system.  Jim Krynen, the Public Transport 
Authority’s cycling integration officer, has been very proactive on this issue, so that when these particular 
situations arise, we can provide people with an additional bike that they can store in a facility at the station they 
get off at.  They can ride their own bike to the station, put it in the locker at the station, get on the train and then 
use the bike provided by the Public Transport Authority at that station.  It seems to us that that is a good way of 
dealing with the issue, particularly given that there are a number of abandoned bikes that we need to deal with.  I 
congratulate Jim, who is very committed to cycling, for the very proactive way that he has dealt with that issue.  
I certainly want to facilitate more cyclists being able to use our rail system.  We will make changes from, as I 
have said, the simple peak-period main flow restriction to something that is more finessed and that will allow 
cyclists to use a couple of specific services on each line. 

Mr J.H.D. Day:  From the longer term point of view, wouldn’t it make sense to design in the construction of 
new trains a compartment in which bikes can be stored? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  We have looked at that.  We have looked at a range of options.  We must bear in 
mind that we operate very often with a 30-second headway.  A person’s capacity to get out of the passenger 
carriage, race down to the bike storage carriage and remove his or her bike is limited.  It is not realistic for a fast 
metropolitan commuter service.  It may be something that would work okay on intercity transport, but it would 
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not work productively on a metropolitan service.  The trains would be held up for too long and the effectiveness 
of public transport would be undermined. 
 


